THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDOMALD

her culture and competence., she was an ideal person for the
post. The appointment and dismissal of the Directors lie in
the hands of the Prime Minister. Mr. Baldwin had appointed
Mrs. Snowden. After Snowclen's speech, Viscountess Snowden
was retired.

In an interview in the Evening Standard she said :

c Please make it quite clear that I have not resigned from
the B.B.G. Board of Governors. I have been retired. I have
been " axed," if you like, and I do not know why. I have
not had an explanation of any kind. It is very awkward
for me. People are asking me, and I cannot tell them,
At recent meetings of the Board, I thought we were getting
on very well. I heard no hint and saw no sign that anything
was amiss. I continued to remain friendly with all the
members of the Government. I have no reason to assume
that Mr. Ramsay MacDonakl is actuated by any other than
friendly feelings toward me. The fact remains that it is the
Prime Minister who really authorizes appointments to the
Board, and, I suppose, also the retirements. The whole
affair is a bombshell to me. I wish I knew what it all
meant.'

In the MacDonald-Snowden duel the last word lay with
Snowden. In an extraordinary speech in the House of Lords,
he spoke in sneering terms of the World Economic Conference
and with extreme viciousness of the mental deterioration of
the Prime Minister. After mentioning MacDonald's c con-
stitutional inability to make any clear and understandable
statement on any question,' he alarmed his noble hearers by
using these words :

c Well, I would suggest that the Cabinet should look into
the case of the Prime Minister, not only in his own interests,
but in the interests of the country ; for it is a positive danger
to the country that its affairs should be in the hands of
a man who every time he speaks exposes his ignorance or
incapacity.'
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